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When it comes to presentation,
VINCENZO PENTERIANI describes why Italy's TLT fly casting
technique is a major step in the evolution of casting

Photos: Mauro Barbacci, Andrea Limberti and Simone Ripetti
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Silent landing

1. High speed casts allow freedom from the line weight and, consequently, use extremely high-performing casting trajectories. The fly and the tip are already

on the water surface while the leader and the line are still in the air (A). In this case, the landing of the line will be silent because, as a result of the angular
trajectory, the portion closer to the fly will land close to the surface. This Is erucial in still water. In addition, the angular trajectory permits both the leader and

the fly to go deeper under vegetation (B).

+& the energy developed during the cast and

to produce extremely high-line specds? In-
creasing the speed of the line to the limit al-
lowed by current materials allows us to use
casting trajectories (and, consequently, fly pre-
sentations) that are not possible if we depend
entirely on the weight of the line, If we pri-
marily cast by using the weight of the line, we
are confined to (1) casting more or less paral-
lel to the water surface and (ii) passively wait-
ing for the descent of the line on the water at
the end of our last forward east and the even
more passive descent of the leader and the fly.
By accelerating the line, we become free of its
weight (and we can east lighter weight more
efficiently), and we can model the line on dil-
ferent trajectories. This acceleration auto-
matically affects the leader, making this the
most useful tool for diverse fly presentation:
the energy retained before landing allows for
better control of its trajectory and positioning
on the water surface,
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Ome of the most thrilling TLT casting tra-
jectories is the angular one expressed at very
high speeds, where the speed of the line allows
the fly (mainly dry flies, for which the weight
does not limit the casting possibilites) to reach
the water before the line (and, if needed, be-
fore the leader) at a relatively high casting dis-
tance (more than 15m [ 45 ft]). This means that
the fly begins to be presented to the fish he-
fore the line touches the water (consequently
recducing drag). Due to the inelination of the
line, the line does not reach the water from a
considerable height, but rather from a few cen-
timetres (mainly the section closer to the fly),
reducing the noise of the line landing on the
water surface, Another aspect of the angular
trajectory is the extreme control over the pre-
cision of the fly presentation, We cast direct-
ly anto the target because our line is not de-
ploving on a parallel trajectory above the wa-
ter, and the cnergy we retain across the entire
casting step is able to tension the leader un-

til the fy touches the water. That is, we do not
passively await the descent of the fly at the end
of our cast. Imagine the potential of angular
casts during windy days and/or on still waters,
when even minimal disturbance of the surface
may alarm fish,

Finally, the control of the leader due to the
saved energy transmitted along the line allows
for several different fly presentations as a func-
tion of the shoot {delayed or anticipated). We
are able to control which portion of the leader
touches the water first, How can we generate
this high casting speed? By concentrating the
energy in a very short, spatio-temporal brack-
et along the entire forward cast. This means
that the hand must accelerate the line by pres-
surising the grip in the shortest space. This ac-
celeration is benefited by the peculiar TLT
method of holding the grip: enveloping the recl
between the palm and all of the fingers except
the thumb, the pressure of the thumb deter-
mines most of the spred of the line at the end

Tighter loops

T P FLL e * B e e : e
2. The combination of extremely high speed and energy during the cast creates particularly small and tight loops (A) and the ability to reach extremely

difficult fishing spots silently and with high precision (B).

of the last forward cast. Moreover, the pecu- | introduced greater acceleration and power into

liar acceleration that TLT conveys to the line
in a very short space over the entire cast path
forms an amazingly tight loop. As we will see
in more details later on, this loop is a erucial
element for (i) minimal dispersion of the en-
ergy aceumulated during the cast; and, (i) ef-
ficient control of the leader, which does not land
passively on the water at the end of the cast.

Consequently, both high casting speeds and
extremely tight loops allow lighter equip-
ment 1o be used, because we do not need the
weight to cast, This is why the TLT has fre-
quently been associated with relatively short,
but extremely strong, rods (say, 7.5-8 feet) and
light (#3-4) DT lines. But this does not mean
that the TLT is a casting technique only for
short rods and light lines. All of the TLT casts
can be performed with a 9-foot rod with a WF
8 line, but this is unnecessary. Over the years,
especially in the last decades, several sther cast-
ing technigues and well-known casters have

the original basic cast. The results have con-
ceptually approached some of the elements of
TLT, bt these approaches have never obtained
similar technical performance (as evidenced by
the unigueness of Roberto’s casts), The angular
trajectory (in its range of speeds, from ex-
tremely high to extremely low speeds) is the
foundation of many novel presentations specif-
ically designed to reduce drag; consequently,
these presentations are extremely effective in
running waters,

The secrets of a ‘razor’
loop: the TLT perspective

The most efficient cast is the one that is able
to ereate the best loop. What is the best loop?
Undoubtedly, a tight loop. However, the best
loap is not necessarily the tightest one, A high-
speed ‘razor’ loop is the most advanced loap
that it is possible to shape with a fly line, How

TECHNIQUE » CASTING

o

is it possible to execute this high perfor-
mance manoeuvre? Such performance simply
requires a perfect combination of wrist rota-
tion and thumb pressure, Thumb pressure is
the origin of most of the line speed at the end
of the last forward cast, and this razor loop is
one of the main features of the TLT flycasting
technique of Roberto Pragliola.

How can we generate this unique loop?
Again, the loop is created by both concentrating
the energy in a very short spatio-tempaoral range
along the forward cast and the TLT way of
holding the grip. From a technieal point of view,
itis also essential to apply the final thumb pres-
sure to the grip at the very end of the forward
cast, when the rod is at approximately 45 de-
grees, and after a very long aceeleration initi-
ated with the rod behind the fly fisher and near-
ly parallel to the water surface. In addition, the
thumb pressure needs to be applied sudden-
Iy, In fact, the loop is not shaped by the whale
trajectory of the rod during the forward 3
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The power of the thumb

Dynamic perspective of the hand and thumb position at the point of
maximum acceleration of the line, just before the sudden thumb pressure

that will start to shape the razor loop.

Detail of the hand and thumb position at the beginning of thumb pressuring,
when the razor loop starts to be shaped due to the sudden thumb pressure.

cast, but is a direct consequence of the

L y the rod tip solely during the

ation of thumb pressure! Because rapid
ressure can only occur for a short time, (1) the
ion of the tip at that nent will be
mited {the tip will be displ {
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Detail {from below) of the hand and thumb position at the point of maximum
acceleration of the line, just before the sudden thumb pressure that will start

Dynamic perspective of the hand and thumb position at the moment of the
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Cast control

Four different casts showing the tight and tense loop that can be obtained with TLT. Image C clearly shows the penetration power of these tight TLT loops

under obstacles, especially if the loop is shifted on a horizontal plane as is typical of one of the TLT casts, the ‘under-tip’ cast.
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Drag delay
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Two examples of how the angular trajectory delays drag. First, the fly Is already fishing when the line has not yet touched the surface. Second, due to the high
energy of the cast, when the leader lands on the water, some portions of the line groups into several spirals (A) or accumulates within the same spot (B), which
delays the moment when the fly is taken away by the stream. 4

Silent Spey casts

o T

A limited sample of the TLT casts that use wavy and rotatory trajectories to form a delayed drag cast with obstacles behind, and silently lift the fly off the
surface.
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STEP 3.

The forward cast begins with the rod at a position of ca, 180°
(Steps Land 2) in refation to the water surface, which allows the
rod to move in a wider arc and, consequently, produces more
energy and speed. Several loops of line are held in the left hand,
ready to be shot at the end of the cast, Long shooting is a
determinant of distance and better control of the energy that
arrives through the leader, The tiny and powerful loop of the
forward cast begins ta take shape (Step 3). The bending of the rod
shows tha enarmeus amaount of energy that has accumulated
since the beginning of the cast. During the devalopment of the
forward cast (Step 4), the loop s sfill tight and small, preserving all
of the energy accumulated since the start, The portion of the ine
between the ring closest to the 2rip and the left hand retains
energy that will allow for a long shoot. The TLT grip on the rodis
alsa shown. The fly lands on the water whila the line is still moving
(Step 5). At this moment, the (delayed) shoot is begun, which will
allow for both distance and an extremely quiet landing of the
leader on the water's suiface.
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cast, and it has enhanced the perception and
enjoyment of the diversity of § sting,
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